Tobacco Law for Minors

Health and Safety Code Chapter 161

Subchapter N
§161.252
Possession, Purchase, Consumption, or Recipt of Cigarettes or Tobacco Products by Minors Prohibited

Prohibits purchase, possession, and consumption or receipt of tobacco products by anyone under 18 years of age.

§161.253
Tobacco Awareness Program: Community Service

Requires that conviction under §161.252 result in minor being required to attend a tobacco awareness program or complete community service.

§161.254
Driver’s License Suspension or Denial

Failure to prove compliance with above within 90 days will result in a 180-day driver’s license suspension or denial.

§161.255
Expungement of Conviction


Individual convicted for an offense in §161.252 may apply to the court to have the conviction expunged after satisfactorily completing the tobacco awareness program or community service ordered by the court.

§161.256
Jurisdiction of Courts


A justice court or municipal court may exercise jurisdiction over any matter in which a court under this subchapter may impose a requirement that a defendant attend a tobacco awareness program or perform tobacco-related community service or order the suspension or denial of a driver’s license or permit.

§161.256
Application of Other Law


Title 3, Family Code, does not apply to a proceeding under this subchapter.

Senate Bill 1
Education Code,  §38.006

The board of trustees of a school district shall:

(1) Prohibit smoking or using tobacco products at a school-related or school-sanctioned activity on or off school property;

(2) Prohibit students from possessing tobacco products at a school-related or school-sanctioned activity on or off school property; and

(3) Ensure that school personnel enforce the policies on school property.

Penal Code 48.01: Smoking Tobacco - Conduct affecting public health

Addresses burning tobacco products in a facility of a public primary or secondary school or an elevator, enclosed theatre or movie house, library, museum, hospital, transit system bus, or intrastate bus, as defined by Section 541.201, Transportation Code, plane, or train which is a public place.

